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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.5 of the Code, is to 
conserve the specific name of the widespread Palaearctic marsh beetle Cyphon 
palustris Thomson, 1855 (scirTIDAE), published as a junior primary homonym of 
Cyphon palustris Germar, 1818 (currently Eubria palustris, PSEPHENIDAE). Both 
specific names are in current use and have not been considered congeneric after 1899. 
It is proposed to conserve the name Cyphon palustris Thomson, 1855 by ruling it not 
to be invalid by reason of being a junior primary homonym. 
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1. Germar (1818, p. 238) established the name Cyphon palustris for a species of 
water penny beetle (currently Eubria palustris, PSEPHENIDAE) from Germany (‘hiesiger 
Gegend’ [=Halle] and Dresden). In the same publication (p. 239) the new genus 
Eubria was conditionally proposed for this species, and it is available from here 
(Article 11.5.1 of the Code). The transfer to Eubria is also available from here (Article 
11.9.3.6). The species has a widespread West-Palaearctic distribution (Jäch et al., 
2006). Since its description all other authors consistently placed C. palustris Germar 
in the genus Eubria Germar (e.g. Audouin, 1824; Westwood, 1838; Stephens, 1839; 
Laporte de Castelnau, 1840; Redtenbacher, 1849; Bach, 1852; Kiesenwetter, 1860, 
1863; Mulsant & Rey, 1865; Tournier, 1868). This practice was undoubtedly 
supported by the use of Eubria palustris in Dejean’s catalogues, at that time serving 
as the world catalogues of Coleoptera (Dejean, 1821, 1833, 1836). The fact that in 
these works both the specific and generic names were wrongly attributed to Ziegler 
is irrelevant here. The only citation of the original combination Cyphon palustris that 
could be traced was by Germar himself (Germar, 1822, pl. 3). The widely accepted 
placement in Eubria is reflected by its treatment in the other major catalogues 
(Gemminger & Harold, 1869; Reitter, 1906; Pic, 1914; Jach et al., 2006). A lectotype 
was designated by Lee & Jäch (1996, p. 40). 

2. Thomson (1855, p. 320) used the name Cyphon palustris to describe a species of 
marsh beetle (scırTIDAE) from Sweden (Skane, Arrie). The species has a widespread 
Palaearctic distribution (Nyholm, 1972). Cyphon palustris Thomson was initially 
treated as a valid species (e.g. Kiesenwetter, 1860; Mulsant & Rey, 1865; Tournier, 
1868; Gemminger & Harold, 1869; Redtenbacher, 1874), later as variety or aberra- 
tion of C. coarctatus Paykull, 1799 (e.g. Thomson, 1864; Bourgeois, 1884; Everts, 
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1903; Reitter, 1911; Pic, 1914; Porta, 1929) or incorrectly as a synonym of C. 
coarctatus (e.g. Fowler, 1890). Nyholm (1955, p. 264) established C. palustris 
Thomson, 1855 to replace C. coarctatus auctorum nec Paykull. The oldest available 
junior synonym of C. palustris Thomson, 1855 is Cyphon fuscicornis Thomson, 1855 
(p. 320) as recognised by Tournier (1868, p. 53) when he synonymised C. fuscicornis 
and C. coarctatus auctt. non Paykull (i.e. C. palustris Thomson). The synonymy of 
these two taxa is still considered correct today (e.g. Gemminger & Harold, 1869; 
Reitter, 1906; Pic, 1914; Nyholm, 1972; Klausnitzer, 2006). A lectotype of Cyphon 
palustris Thomson, 1855 was designated by Nyholm (1972, p. 36). 

3. Cyphon palustris Thomson, 1855 is a junior primary homonym of C. palustris 
Germar, 1818. Both names are in current use. Since its introduction C. palustris 
Germar has, with one exception (Germar, 1822), consistently been placed in Eubria. 
Cyphon palustris Thomson thus meets the requirements of Article 23.9.5 ofthe Code. 
Without any further action the name C. palustris Thomson for acommon and widely 
distributed Palaearctic species of marsh beetle would be replaced by the long 
forgotten name Cyphon fuscicornis Thomson 1855, which has not been used as valid 
since the 19th century. This would not be in the interest of nomenclatural stability. 
A list of 27 references demonstrating the prevailing usage of C. palustris Thomson, 
1855 is held by the Secretariat. 

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power to rule that the specific name palustris Thomson, 1855, 

as published in the binomen Cyphon palustris, is not invalid by reason of being 
a junior primary homonym of palustris Germar, 1818, as published in the 
binomen Cyphon palustris; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) palustris Thomson, 1855, as published in the binomen Cyphon palustris, 
with the endorsement that it is not invalid by reason of being a junior 
primary homonym of Cyphon palustris Germar, 1818, as ruled in (1) above; 

(b) palustris Germar, 1818, as published in the binomen Cyphon palustris. 


References 


Audouin, J.V. 1824. Eubrie. Eubria. P. 330 in Bory de Saint-Vincent, J.B.G.M. (Ed.), 
Dictionnaire classique d'histoire naturelle. 6. Rey et Gravier & Baudouin Frères, Paris. 

Bach, M. [1852]. Kdferfauna für Nord- und Mitteldeutschland mit besonderer Rücksicht auf die 
preußischen Rheinlande. 2 (3). Pp. [i-v], 1-148. J. Hölscher, Coblenz. 

Bourgeois, J. [1884]. Faune Gallo-Rhénane ou species des insects qui habitent la France, la 
Belgique, la Hollande, le Luxembourg, la Prusse Rhénane, le Nassau et le Valais. 
Coleopteres. 4. Pp. 1-60. A. le Boyteux, Caen. 

Dejean, P.F.M.A. 1821. Catalogue de la collection de Coléoptéres de M. le baron Dejean. [v], viii, 
136 pp. Crevot, Paris. 

Dejean, P.F.M.A. [1833]. Catalogue des Coléoptéres de la collection de M. le comte Dejean. 2. 
Pp. 97-176. Méquignon-Marvis pere et fils, Paris. 

Dejean, P.F.M.A. [1836]. Catalogue des Coleopteres de la collection de M. i comte Dejean. 
3ème éd., revue, corrigée et augmentée. Parts 1—4. Pp. 1-384. Mequignon-Marvis, Paris. 

Everts, E. 1903. Coleoptera Neerlandica. De schildvleugelige insecten van Nederland en het 
aangrenzend gebied. 2. iv, 798 pp., 8 pls. M. Nijhoff, ’s-Gravenhage. 

Fowler, C. [1890]. The Coleoptera of the British Islands. A descriptive account of the families, 
genera, and species indigenous to Great Britain and Ireland, with notes as localities, habitats, 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 66(4) December 2009 325 


etc. 4. Lamelicornia — Serricornia — Longicornia — Phytophaga. [iii], 411 pp., pls. 99-142. 
L. Reeve and Co., London. 

Gemminger, M. & Harold, E. von. 1869. Catalogus Coleopterorum hucusque descriptorum 
synonymicus et systematicus. 6. Rhipidoceridae, Dascillidae, Malacodermidae, Cleridae, 
Lymexylonidae, Cupesidae, Ptinidae, Bostrychidae, Cioidae. Pp. [i], 1609-1800. E.H. 
Gummi, Monachii. 

Germar, E.F. 1818. Vermischte Bemerkungen über einige Käferarten. 10. Cyphon palustris nov. 
sp. Magazin der Entomologie (Germar), 3: 238-240. 

Germar, E.F. [1822]. Fauna Insectorum Europae. Fasc. IV. 25 pls. [Kümmel], Halae. 

Jäch, M.A., Jeng, M.-L., Lee, C.-F. & Satö, M. 2006. Psephenidae. Pp. 449-452 in Löbl, I. & 
Smetana, A. (Eds.), Catalogue of the Palaearctic Coleoptera. 3. Apollo Books, Stenstrup. 

Kiesenwetter, H. von. 1860. Naturgeschichte der insecten Deutschlands. Erste Abtheilung. 
Coleoptera 4 (3). Pp. 385-568. Nicolaische Verlagsbuchhandlung, Berlin. 

Kiesenwetter, H. von. 1863. Iconographischer Beitrag zur Kenntniss der Dascilliden. Berliner 
Entomologische Zeitschrift, 7: 451, pl. 1. 

Klausnitzer, B. 2006. Scirtidae. Pp. 316-323 in Löbl, I. & Smetana, A. (Eds.), Catalogue of the 
Palaearctic Coleoptera. 3. Apollo Books, Stenstrup. 

Laporte de Castelnau, F.L.N. 1840. Histoire naturelle des insectes Coléoptéres, avec une 
introduction renfermant l’anatomie et la physiologie des animaux articulés. 1. [iii], cxxv, 324 
pp., 24, iv, 18 pls. P. Dumenil, Paris. 

Lee, C.-F. & Jäch, M.A. 1996. Review of the genera Eubria Latreille and Microeubria Lee and 
Yang (Coleoptera: Psephenidae: Eubriinae). The Coleopterists Bulletin, 50: 39-51. 

Mulsant, E. & Rey, C. 1865. Histoire naturelle des Coléoptéres de France. Fossipedes. 
Brévicolles. [viti], 128 pp., 5 pls. F. Savy, Paris. 

Nyholm, T. 1955. Die mitteleuropäischen Arten der Gattung Cyphon Payk. Pp. 251-267, pls. 
l-7 in Horion, A., Faunistik der mitteleuropäischen Käfer. 4. Sternoxia (Buprestidae), 
Fossipedes, Macrodactylia, Brachymera. Selbstverlag, München. 

Nyholm, T. 1972. Die nordeuropäischen Arten der Gattung Cyphon Paykull (Coleoptera). 
Taxonomie, Biologie, Ökologie und Verbreitung. Entomologica Scandinavica, Supplemen- 
tum, 3: 1-100. 

Paykull, G. 1799. Fauna Svecica. Insecta. 2. [i], 234 pp. Joh. F. Edman, Upsalie. 

Pic, M. 1914. Coleopterorum Catalogus. Pars 58. Dascillidae, Helodidae, Eucinetidae. 65 pp. 
W. Junk, Berlin. 

Porta, A. 1929. Fauna Coleopterorum Italica. 3. Diversicornia. [iv], 466 pp. Stabilimento 
Tipografico Piacentino, Piacenza. 

Redtenbacher, L. 1849. Fauna Austriaca. Die Käfer. Nach der analytischen Methode bearbeitet. 
xxvil, 883 pp. C. Gerold, Wien. 

Redtenbacher, L. 1874. Fauna Austriaca. Die Käfer. Nach der analytischen Methode bearbeitet. 
Dritte, gänzlich umgearbeitete und bedeutend vermehrte Auflage. 1. cliii, 564, viii pp., 2 pls. 
C. Gerold, Wien. 

Reitter, E. (Ed.). 1906. Catalogus Coleopterorum Europae, Caucasi et Armeniae Rossicae. 2nd 
ed. [vii] pp., 774 columns. E. Reitter, Paskau. 

Reitter, E. 1911. Fauna Germanica. Die Käfer des deutschen Reiches. Nach der analytischen 
Methode bearbeitet. 3. [i], 436 pp., pls. 81-128. K.G. Lutz, Stuttgart. 

Stephens, J.F. 1839. A manual of British Coleoptera, or beetles; containing a brief description of 
all the species of beetles hitherto ascertained to inhabit Great Britain and Ireland: together 
with a notice of their chief localities, times and places of appearances, etc. xii, 443 pp. 
Longman, Orme, Brown, Green & Longmans, London. 

Thomson, C.G. 1855. Ofversigt af de arter inom Insect-familjen Cyphonidae, som blifvit funna 
i Sverige. Ofversigt af Kongliga Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar, 12: 317-322. 
Thomson, C.G. 1864. Skandinaviens Coleoptera, synoptiskt bearbetade, vol. 6. 385 pp. 

Lundbergska Boktryckeriet, Lund. 

Tournier, H. 1868. Description des Dascillides du bassin du Léman. 95 pp., 4 pls. Georg, Bale 
& Geneve. F. Savy, Paris (Association Zoologique du Léman. Année 1867). 

Westwood, J.O. [1838]. An introduction to the modern classification of insects. 1. xii, 462 pp., 1 
pl. Longman, Orme, Brown, Green & Longmans, London. 


326 Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 66(4) December 2009 


Acknowledgement of receipt of this application was published in BZN 66: 203. 


Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they 
should be sent to the Executive Secretary, I.C.Z.N., c/o Natural History Museum, Cromwell 
Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk). 


